


2nd Sept: 10.30 Rev B Calvert (Sacrament)
6.30 At St Thomas

9th Sept: 10.30 Rev B Calvert (All Age Worship)
6.30 Dr K Kite

16th Sept: 10.30 Mr L Smale
6 p.m. Talkback

23rd Sept: 8.45 Rev B Calvert (Sacrament)
10.30 Rev Dr N Collinson

6.30 Rev A Sails
30th Sept: 10.30 Mr B Warren (Harvest Festival)

6.30 Rev A Brazier (Harvest Festival)

(contact Ann on 01363 773088 or Sarah on 01363 774370

(contact Rev B Calvert 01363 772441)
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We gratefully accepted the cup of tea we were offered and sat down for a 
chat with our host who was minding the gallery. We got talking and before
long we confessed to both being Methodist ministers. This thrilled our 
companion, Griselda, herself a Methodist. She and her husband had moved
to the nearby village of Staintondale about 30 years ago and raised a family
of five children. When the children were small life had been quite lonely
for Griselda and the local Anglican church had not been very welcoming.
One Sunday morning Griselda noticed some children coming out of the old 
Methodist Chapel. She was quite surprised as she knew Sunday services 
were in the afternoon or evening so asked the lady locking up what the
children had been doing. The lady told her that she ran Sunday School 
classes for the children every Sunday morning and that Griselda would be
very welcome to bring her children along. That Sunday School leader, Joan
Chapman, was to have a major influen
ran the Sunday School on her own Griselda so soon volunteered to become
a helper. Joan was delighted and offered to train Griselda as a Sunday
School teacher. Now, many years later, 
training for the ministry and two are
ministry!
But life in the villages in and around Ravenscar is not easy Griselda told
us. She ran the local post office but it was about to close. The new church
and art gallery was an encouragement but already it was proving difficult 
to maintain both in terms of people to keep it open and the running costs of
the building. Griselda had worked very hard in her own local Methodist
Church in a village a few miles from Ravenscar but recently it had been 
decided to close and join up with the Anglicans down the road. Griselda
knew that this was the best course of action, to join the two churches but at
the same time clearly there was sadness to see the closure of the Methodist
chapel.
Griselda told us that remembering how lonely she had been when she first
came to the village and was at home all day with small children she had for
a number of years run a Toddler group in her house. Mums and Toddlers 
seemed to really appreciate this and came along for company, conversation
and play. But Griselda wo
them to come to church and so she thought of her efforts as a failure. She 
had also run several Alpha courses ov
results she would have liked either. Griselda seemed quite downhearted

o had done and was doing so much.



Griselda was offering hospitality an
where they were, always available as a listening ear whether through her
work in the post office or by opening up her home, working hard in her 
local church, and yet she felt she was
was it that made her feel a failure? Did she have unrealistic expectations?

y world is a very different place to

is now a totally alien experience for 
e have led to a break down of

relationships and community all over the country and I have come
increasingly to believe that the first step, the first rung on the ladder for
those committed to the mission of the church is simply to build

of failure I think stems from being engaged in mission but feeling she has 

rather than to subscribe to a particular

develop a real relevant relationship
relationships; it is a church of hope,
and a sense of failure will be unavoidable if we engage in mission but our
aim or intention, even if subconsciou

h is governed by the goal of initiating 

ample have a proper place as an

failure is built into the system precisely because a certain outcome is 
e on our Pioneer Disciple course in

Devon which is enabling and equipping us
church are feeling frustrated I believe because they feel they are called to
evangelise whereas the Pioneer discip
have to be clear about the differe

ve an aim in mind, an anticipated 

exists to meet people where they are, simply to be there as an expression of



our faith and provide the opportunity or potential for new expressions of 
faith outside the church. It is no failure to run the local post office for
years, often providing a facility for
those who lack mobility, it is no failure to welcome into your home lonely
Mums and small children, it is no failure to work so hard for your local
church and yet have the grace to realise when it is time to let one thing die
in order that another may take root. Whether we do just one thing, organise
a days family outing, a Toddler group a family picnic a special service of 
celebration and it is the only time in the year that the community comes
into the church these are not failures. These experiences will be
remembered by children and adults alike for the rest of their lives, they are
what make community and they help each of us to become more rounded 
as a human being, to discover what it means to be human, to open doors

Barbara Calvert 

CIRCUIT WELCOME SERVICE
6.30pm Sunday 2nd September 2007

St Thomas Methodist Church

We very much look forward to welcoming to the circuit our new 
Superintendent Minister Revd David Easton who will be in pastoral charge
of St Thomas and Alphington. We also welcome our new probationer, Revd 
Andrew Brazier, who will be in pastoral charge of Sidwell Street and
Silverton.
The District Chair, Revd John Carne, will preach and we look forward to
this very special occasion in the life of our circuit.

Lifts will be arranged. Please speak to one of the stewards.



KNIT AND NATTER GROUP

The Knit and Natter Group goes from strength to strength. There are now 16 in
the Group. On 11th April we welcomed Avril and Jan, and on 14th July Janet and
Anne. A large circle of tinue to donate wool, knitted

t squares to make sizeable blankets.
We are truly grateful for all their help.

We were delighted to see Joan Cornish on 13th June who brought 3 beautifully
designed and crocheted blankets. Rita returned to the fold on 27th June. It was
good to see her again looking so well. We look forward to the time when
Marjorie Ings is well enough to join us again. We often think of her and Anne
Spry.

On July 12th the Group spent a lovely time at Middle Davidsland Barn. Our warm
thanks to Adrian and June for their hospitality and all they do. After a superb
buffet lunch we packed a box for the family we support in Odessa. We help them
both financially and in kind. We left Adrian to seal and label the box ready for
despatch to The International Aid Trust in Lancashire and onwards to Odessa.
Thank you Adrian
In conclusion, new members are always welcome. We meet every Wednesday

Rene Sankey



Knit and Natter Group
The International Aid

Trust.

You may have seen in a previous article that Pastor Pieter has been
working on the fringes of society in that area, working with drug and
alcohol abuse and the consequences of this. In an e mail his daughter, when 
asked, said that the Church would be grateful for baby clothes, also tea,
coffee, sugar and dried milk. This can be used when caring for these sad
people. So if you feel that you can contribute in this way to the work of the
Church in Fastov, starting in September there will be a large basket at the

Thank you to those who have already contributed! 

June Redfern



Information from the Circuit Manse Secretary

During the recent circuit review meeting at Topsham, it became clear that
many of our members knew very little about the workings of our circuit, so
I thought friends may be interested to learn a little of my job. As ministers
move churches at regular intervals, it would be unrealistic for them to own
their own properties and so most live in church-owned manses.
As manse secretary, it is my job to ensure the care and fabric of the manses
so that the ministers can devote their time to their ministry. Also to ensure
that the circuit money (your money) is invested wisely.
We have five manses in the Exeter circuit - one for Sidwell Street (Andrew
Brazier) at Aldrin Road, one for The Mint (Andrew Sails) at Sweetbriar
Lane, one for St. Thomas (David Easton) at Dunsford Road and one at
Crediton (Barbara Calvert). The manse at Wonford (Mark Gilborson) is
owned by a charitable trust, for the living purposes of the minister at
Wonford but is maintained by the circuit, under the terms of the lease.
My budget for the maintenance and upgrading of the five manses is fixed at
the Circuit meeting and currently stands at £14,000 for the present year. All
details of expenditure can be foun
accounts and will be available in Sept/October.
Every five years, the properties are inspected by a chartered surveyor and
electrician (the quinquennial inspection) to make sure all the properties are
safe and sound and to advise on any problems. Any electrical work carried
out now has to be certificated and annual safety checks carried out on all
gas fires and boilers.
This year two ministers have moved away. David Laidler has retired and
Andrew Brazier (a probationer minister) with his wife Ruth and two
children have moved into Aldrin Road. David Easton, our new
superintendent, with his wife Joan and extended family have moved into
the manse at Dunsford Road. In the
quite a lot of redecoration and upgrading to be done at each of the manses
to ensure the incoming ministers come to is very interesting a comfortable
home and do not have to face too much upheaval during their ministry.
They and their families are consulted about colour schemes and furnishings
and as far as is practical we try to provide what they wish. They in turn are
responsible for the cleanliness of the property and for keeping the garden
tidy.



My time (6 years) as manse secretary ends next year - if anyone feels they
would like to do this job, I am sure the circuit stewards would be pleased to
hear from you. It is a great privilege to share in a small way in the home
life of our ministers. It, sometimes fun, often hectic but very enjoyable. I
feel a car is necessary as sometimes there is quite a lot of running around
but of course all expenses are refunded.
I hope that we in the Exeter Circuit provide comfortable, safe, attractive
homes for our ministers and their families, within the available finance.

).

Talkback 2007-2008

What relevance do the seven
signs in

today?
Caroline Ralph will start the

season with

John 5 vv 1-16
Standing on your own two feet.

Do you want to be healed?
His strength or ours?

September 16th

at 6:00pm
in the Boniface Centre

Our Church is organising a 
vist to Pennywell farm,
Buckfastleigh, on Saturday
October 6th.
We hope you will be able to 
come and see the animals with
us.

The cost is: Children free &
Adults £10. This includes the
cost of the coach and entrance 
to the farm.

More information from Sarah 
Turner or Margaret Scott. 
Please make cheques payable
to Crediton Methodist Church
and book by 21st September. 

Booking slips are available 
and although children are free 
they must be booked. 



A Calendar for 2008 is being
produced to raise funds for our
church. All the profits from the
sale of the calendar (which will
cost £5) will go to the church.

There are twelve attractive  A4
photographs of Crediton and surrounding
area and twelve further small
photographs.  Each month has an A4 
page for daily information to be written. 

To make this project worthwhile we
need to sell in the region of 200
calendars!

A copy of the calendar will be available 
early September for viewing. 
Copies will be on sale at the church and
at Phillips & Co but in order to get an
idea of numbers required it would be 
helpful if you would sign an order list in
the foyer later in the month.



The Tater family (potato) 

What can you imagine to see? 
Perhaps a good representation 
Of folks like you and me. 

Who is bumptious and known to 
shout;
So full of self importance 
He orders people about. 

seek
To be gentle, kind and meek. 

your life 

they are, 
Will stir up trouble and strife. 

Who always has plenty to say; 
No matter how a job is done 

different way. 
It is better to look at a situation 

Than to do all the talking 

so bad. 
We say its just his way of putting 
off
Until tomorrow what should be 
done today. 

Your time always profitably 
spend
For none of us know when our 
life will end. 

If you meditate on the bible 

Stories of people like us all 
Who, when tempted, are prone to 
fall.
We learn that God is ready to 

our assets 

after they are dead. 

ample; 

good example. 
                                 





Advanced notice 

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

STOP PRESS



A course for everyone: 

First session:

This is for everyone. During 
the evening we will organise 
different groups to meet for 
the next three weeks for three 

Sunday morning services in 
October. A specially written 
booklet by Barbara and David 
will be provided for everyone 
to follow. Then we will all 
come together again for: 

Final session:  

Life is challenging and most of 
us know what it means to live 
under pressure. Just getting 
by can take all our energy. So 

where can we find the 
strength for today and hope 
for tomorrow that we sing 

always feel we have? 

when our church celebrates 
Bible Sunday on Sunday 21st

October, 10.30am at our All 
Age Service. The theme this 
year is 
points to the big picture of 
Scripture as having the 
answer we need.

So get ready for an exciting 

the brilliant resources 
provided by Bible Society. At 

what is going to be unpacked 
through the talk, special 
prayers, drama, video, music 
and more. 

Of course this is only for those 
who get a bit stressed from 

always manage to keep God 
in focus no matter what. But if 



Complaints have been made by th

conversation emanating from recent 

the island together sharing each 

had time to repose 
sent a prayer to the Lord 



Brian Warren, from 
Copplestone, will be leading 
our morning Harvest Festival 
Service. Many of you will 
know that Brian is involved in 
the charity Farm Crisis 
Network, and is their local co-
ordinator.  The charity was set 
up in 1995 to meet the needs 
and loss that many families 
were suffering as a result of a 
high suicide rate among 
farmers.  It was such an 
important help for farmers 
during and after the foot and 
mouth outbreak in 2001.  We 
will be having a retiring 
collection at our harvest 
festival services and would 
like to be able to give £150 to 
farm Crisis Network. 
The evening service will be 
led by Rev Andrew Brazier, a 
new minister of the Circuit 
staff, and this will be his first 
service at Crediton.  Produce 
from the Harvest festival will 
be given to Age Concern. 

Marjorie Ashley   

Speakers for September: 
Sept 7th:  Mrs Pam Murphy 
Sept 14th:  Rev Kenneth Hext 
                (Holy Communion) 
Sept 21st: Church Housing Action  
               Team. (CHAT) 
Sept 28th: Mrs Jenny Hext. 
Meetings start at 2.30 pm on 
Fridays.  All are welcome. 

Thank you to all my friends for 
their kind messages and prayers.  
I will be back home eventually 
I appreciated the sense of humour 
of the Supper Club! (see poem  

                                   Mary Tyson 

At our Harvest Festival 
Sunday 9th September 

11 a.m. All Age Service 
Rev Mark Gilborson 

Followed by Lunch & Cream 

Light Refeshments 



Autumn Term 2007 



Pause for Thought 

An old Chinese proverb says: 
I was angry because I had no shoes: and then I met a man who had 
no feet. 
As I write this, the sun is shining on another lovely August day. It all 
seems so far removed from the downpours of June and July that 
dampened our expectations of summer life. I am looking forward to 
the prediction that we are in for a period of better weather proving 
correct.
I can recall feeling fed-up during the wet spells, waking up to grey 
skies, having soggy clothes and shoes and watching the plants 
struggling with the unseasonal weather in a sodden garden.  
Soon, though, we were hearing about the flooding in the North East 
and a few weeks later in Gloucestershire. We immediately realised 
that our discomfort had been as nothing compared with the 
devastation and homelessness suffered by thousands of families, 
and our hearts went out to them as they face months of temporary 
accommodation and the permanent loss of treasured family 
memorabilia.
Then, we heard about the millions of people flooded out in the Indian 
sub-continent, including the loss of hundreds of lives. Media reports 
told us about Jenna Meredith, a single mum who had been made 
homeless herself in the floods in Hull. She had courageously taken 
up an invitation by Oxfam to visit India and see for herself both the 
similarities and the differences affecting families in both countries. 

could find room in her own heart to express her compassion for 
victims in Britain. 

will praise you, for I am fearfully 

his words ourselves, knowing that we have been made able to 
juggle our own everyday joys and disappointments, while feeling the 
loving response of compassion for others that stirs us to action and 
gives us some righteous indignation that will spur us on to support 
the work of rebuilding homes, communities and businesses and to 
encourage change where change is needed. All the better when we 



do this with our hearts at peace, trusting and loving God that come 
what may, in the end all will be well. 
Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
Till all our strivings cease; 
Take from our souls the strain and stress, 
And let our ordered lives confess 
The beauty of thy peace. 
                                                                       John Greenleaf Whittier 
Pam Murphy 

The Green Box Tip of the Month

Eco-Congregation Award 
Earlier this year we applied for an Eco-Congregation award 
and on August 8th two independent assessors to see if we 
should be considered for this award visited us.  They were 
looking at what we have done both physically and spiritually as 
a Church to make our congregation and the community aware 

s creation. They were very 
impressed with what they saw especially the way Barbara has 
linked services and events around environmental issues and 
made us aware that climate change effects the third world 
countries more than us.  They have gone away to write up 
their report and they will be recommending that we should get 
the Eco-Congregation award. We will know the result officially 
in September.   I hope to be able to update you in the October 
Newsletter with some good news



O Living God, Maker of all things, 
We thank you that in Jesus we see 

that You care for each of us individually, 
and that you invite us to come to You 

 for help and comfort. 
Together we pray for all who are suffering in mind, body or spirit 

om a heart bypass operation,  

and it is good to see Marjorie Ing getting about again following her 
knee replacement operation.  

Joan Cornish, Enid Garrington, Allan Hooper, Phyllis Maunder, Ruth 
Mackmurdo, (Hillbrow), Kathy Nicholson and Clara Paige 
(Kenwyn), Les Sutherland, Arthur and Edna Tancock, Eva Whiting.
And we also remember Sid and Cynthia Dixon and Arthur and 
Wendy Homeshaw.   

First grandchild for Sid & 
Bridget Deeble (past members) 
Effie Mae born 9th June 

Eighth grandchild for Ken & 
Margaret Saunders. 
Lydia Mae born  July 27th 



Thurs 30th Aug  7pm Fundraising and Social group  

Tues 4th Sept  7.30pm Ladies Supper Club 
Tues 4th

Weds 5th  12. 30pm Midweek Service 
Sat 8th    District Synod, Braunton 
Tues 11th

   Belmont Chapel, Exeter 
Weds 12th   12.30pm Midweek Service 
Tues 18th   7.30pm Circuit Meeting, Cheriton Fitzpaine 
Weds 19th  12.30pm Midweek Service 
Mon 24th

Tues 25th

   (District Evangelism Enabler) @ the Church 
Weds 26th  7.30pm Reading the Bible @ the Church 
Sat 29th

many thanks to all those unsung heroes who 
help to keep our church clean and tidy throughout the year. And a big 

 happy window cleaners, dusters, 
paint cleaners, step brushers etc. etc. who came along on Monday 6th

 the church!      Barbara  

For ideas on reducing yo
this month. 

where he has been a Methodist minist



HOLIDAY CLUB 2007 


